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Many of the laws that govern the lives of the citizens in industrialized societies are to a large degree arbitrary. One instance of this is the legal age of adulthood. In America, a person gains the majority of their rights and responsibilities at the age of eighteen. Until that time all of the legal decisions involving them must be decided by their parents (or in some cases their legal guardian). This gives the parents an enormous amount of control over their children’s lives. 

The process of mental maturation tends to be very complex and occurs over the course of several decades. There are no set dates when a person will become mature enough to be competent to make their own decisions. This physiological perspective on maturity stands in sharp contrast with they legal definition. There are many people who still find it difficult to consider all the ramifications of their actions at the age of 25, while others seen to have mastered the skill of interacting with the world by the time they are 16. This variety of time frames for maturation illustrates the fallacy of the legal definition. 


However, it is the legalities of the matter that both grand and then nullify the parents control over their children. For as long as their control remains it is rather far reaching. They have control over what schools their children attend, what media they are allowed to consume, what times they may sleep and eat, and with whom they are allowed to interact. Since they control such a large amount of their children’s lives during the period in which many people are deciding who they are and what they want to do with their lives, parents have immense power in shaping the personalities their children develop. 

This level of control becomes an area of contention when the child begins to attempt to take a more active role in deciding the course of their life. Their wishes may conflict with those of their parents, or they may be shortsighted and detrimental. Judging the decisions of others is by nature extremely subjective, and while the parents retain the ability to veto the choices of their children, the children often find themselves controlled by the whim of their parents’ perceptions.

